
0. The Fool: The Fool dances on the cliffside, 
happily dangling his toes over the edge, wan-
dering away from routine and security. He is 
ready to leap into the unknown, anticipating 
adventure and forever faithful that where 
he lands he will land on his two feet. As the 
mythological trickster, the Fool teaches you 
that life is a continual dance of experience. 
He initiates you on the path of exploration, 
begging you to have faith, follow your heart, 
and take that leap into the great unknown. 
Common symbols on the traditional Fool card 
include the cliff, which the novice Fool jumps 
off of but the master Fool goes to for medita-
tion. The white rose symbolizes innocence as 
the Fool reminds you to be playful, curious, 
and pure in heart and intention. Common 
meanings: travel, adventure, play, taking 
risks, being honest, having faith, outward 
journeys to gain perspective, following your 
heart, new opportunities, beginnings, being a 
student, chances.

I.	The Magician: The traditional Magician 
stands at an altar which is covered in vari-
ous tools, including instruments the pen-
tacle, wands, cups, and swords, which are 
the four suits of the Minor Arcana. He has 
a wand raised towards heaven, one hand 
pointed towards the earth, his body mak-
ing the shape of a lightning bolt, showing 
his role as a conduit between divinity and 
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reality. Occultist and tarot deck creator A.E. 
Waite said, “it is decent of grace, virtue, 
and light drawn from things above and 
derived from things below.” The Magician is 
in a position to begin a ritual: all he needs 
to do is speak the words of his spell. The 
Magician reminds you that you are all full 
of magic. Humans are beings that connect 
Great Spirit to Mother Earth, and in such 
a divine position, we can create what we 
imagine and manifest what we desire. He 
heralds a time of creativity, communica-
tion, transformation, and awareness in 
your own personal brand of mojo. Common 
meanings: study, communication, written 
and spoken word, focus, determination, 
channelling, using time wisely, law of 
attraction, working towards completing 
projects, ambition, taking action. 

II.	  The High Priestess: The High Priest-
ess traditionally sits between two columns, 
representing those which stood at the en-
trance to the Temple of Solomon. It is night 
in her world, where mystery, supernature, 
and inner journeying rule the realm. Behind 
the Priestess is a veil, separating her visitor 
from hidden knowledge and divine wisdom. 
She beckons you, asking you if you are 
prepared to leave behind the fabricated 
realities of your mundane existence and 
pass through the veil into the Otherworld. 

If you examine the traditional High Priest-
ess card, you may notice that beyond the 
pomegranate designed tapestry is a simple, 
yet enchanting view of the vast, wide, and 
welcoming ocean. The High Priestess asks 
you to check in with yourself: withdraw 
from the world of activity and chaos and 
seek out peace, intuition, and meditation. 
Welcome omens from divinity, contemplate 
psychic impressions, and connect with 
esoteric and feminine spirituality. There is 
so much potential in your spirit, but it can 
only be realized through self reflection, 
turning inwards, ad exploring silence. Com-
mon meanings: psychic abilities, medita-
tion, introverted phase, self exploration, 
occult and esoteric studies, honoring hidden 
knowledge, connecting with feminine. 

III.	  The Empress: The Empress embodies 
the motherly archetype. She is a symbol of 
beauty, fertility, expression, and nurtur-
ing. In the traditional Empress card, she 
is seated on a throne in a garden, some 
believing she sits at the entrance of Eden. 
In many depictions of the Empress, she has 
a shield with the symbol of Venus resting by 
her, connecting her to the Queens of Heav-
en: goddesses Astarte, Inanna, Venus, and 
Aphrodite. She takes the inward wisdom as-
sociated with the High Priestess and shares 
it with the world through her own unique 



and beautiful form of artistic creativity. 
Being a symbol of fertility, she asks you 
to do what you are passionate about, fol-
lowing through until you have a completed 
successful result. As a mother, she asks you 
to practice compassion and forgiveness with 
those around you and yourself. As a lov-
ing and nurturing goddess she asks you to 
take pleasure in your own beauty, explor-
ing what makes you feel good. Common 
meanings: motherhood, artistic projects, 
empowerment, comfort, beauty, grace, 
compassion, sensuality, nature, selflessness, 
elegance, desire, abundance.

IV.	  The Emperor: The Emperor embod-
ies the fatherly archetype. He sits on a 
cold stone throne where he must handle 
the challenging responsibilities of being 
a leader. The Empress was a creative and 
artistic force, and the Emperor brings for-
ward discipline, structure, and results. The 
Emperor appears to be the tough parent: he 
has rules for you to obey and tasks for you 
to complete. He only does this because he 
wants the best for you, and he knows that 
organization and hard work will lead to 
concrete results. He sees your potential and 
sets you on a path of making clear deci-
sions, staying energized, and determined 
so you may someday be in a position of 
advantage and self-realization. Common 
meanings: discipline, order, following rules, 
organization, responsibility, taking control, 
exploring masculinity, government, ratio-
nalism, law, authority. 

V.	  The Hierophant: The Hierophant 
represents a spiritual leader bringing 
knowledge and wisdom to his followers. In 
the traditional depiction of the Hierophant, 
his hands are commonly folded in the 
Benediction position. Keys are present with 
him, representing spiritual and intellectual 
opportunities. The Hierophant was a High 
Priest in the Greek Eluesian Mysteries, and 
he was present in sacred initiation ceremo-
nies for the cult of Demeter and Perse-
phone. When the Hierophant appears in 
your readings you are in a space of initia-
tion: it is a time to reflect on recent lessons 
as they are now being put to the test. He 
also forces you to confront the restraints of 
mainstream institutions. How has religion 
helped or hindered you? What traditions 

do you need to reject, and how do you let 
go of guilt to move forward? As a spiritual 
leader, he asks you to seek out others 
with similar spiritual beliefs and lifestyles. 
He also asks you to practice benediction: 
give without expecting to receive, forgive 
without expecting it in return, honor good 
advice and pass it along. Common mean-
ings: truth, advice, forgiveness, knowledge, 
study, initiation, finding a teacher, feeling 
inspired, practicing kindness, peace, break-
ing free of old systems, lessons, growth. 

VI.	  The Lovers: The Lovers card is more 
complex than just representing romantic re-
lationships (and we all know how complex 
romantic relationships can get). There have 
always been three figures in older Lovers 
cards. In the Marseilles deck there are two 
women and one man, and he must make a 
choice between the two. In the even older 
Visconti deck there is a woman, man, and 
Cupid, who is blindfolded and holding an 
arrow. In modern decks, there is commonly 
an angel above the man and woman, the 
man looking to the woman and the woman 
looking to the angel. The man and woman 
are usually naked, and some believe they 
represent Adam and Eve in the Garden of 
Eden before the Original Sin. Their nudity 
represents a key element of the Lovers 
Card: vulnerability. This card asks you 
to be true, revealing, and honorable to 
create lasting and loving partnerships. It 
also asks you to be loving and vulnerable 
with yourself, as you can only build loving 
relationships with others once you’ve built 
a loving relationship with yourself. It asks 
you to review how you show love to oth-
ers, express gratitude frequently, and give 
yourself time to work through the complex 
emotions of love. Common meanings: 
choice between two things, partnership, 
sex, relationships, temptation, romance, 
exposure, vulnerability, emotions. 

VII.	  The Chariot: The Chariot is a power-
ful symbol of momentum, victory, and 
empowerment. Symbols from the previous 
cards reappear in traditional depictions of 
the Chariot: the Magicians wand for direct-
ing energy, the Veil between the worlds 
that sits behind the High Priestess, the 
green earth from the Empress, and the City 
of the Emperor are all present. In the tra-

ditional depiction of the card, the chariot is 
being drawn by two horses or two sphinxes, 
one black, one white. The Chariot card 
shows a driver enjoying success after hard 
work. He reminds you to sit in the driver’s 
seat, not the passenger seat, being the 
navigator who directs the path of your own 
journey. He reminds you to stay on target, 
and being a bit like a coach, he tells you to 
keep going. He is an encouraging symbol 
of progress, willpower, and conquest. As a 
card showing a vehicle, it could represent 
travel, perhaps moving to seek out a new 
perspective. Common meanings: admira-
tion, victory, empowerment, control, mov-
ing forward, travel, focused energy needed, 
quests, direction, commitment, confidence, 
enthusiasm, bravery, triumph. 

VIII.	  Strength: The traditional Strength 
card depicts a woman calmly and gently 
prying open the jaws of a lion. The lion, 
which is the astrological symbol for Leo, 
represents primal urges. It is interesting to 
consider the relationship between the male 
lion and the female woman: she seems 
to be able to control his rage and urges 
through gentle and kind touch. He looks up 
to her, remaining loyal, willing to suppress 
his wild power in a scene that shows tense 
yet inspiring interaction. The Strength card 
asks you to practice patience and gentle-
ness. Whether battling inner demons or 
facing external conflict, now is a time to 
stay calm and face difficulties with hope 
and confidence. The Leo aspect of the lion 
represents charm, grace, poise, courage, 
and positivity. Calmness, gentleness, and 
softness are the greatest of powers in tam-
ing the beast. Common meanings: patience, 
confidence, shapeshifting, acceptance, inner 
power, charm, endurance, self control, 
kindness, facing obstacles with a positive 
attitude, support systems, composure.

IX.	  The Hermit: The Hermit is a favor-
ite card for occultists and magicians. He is 
a shaman, a bohemian, a Christ-like figure, 
a Merlin-like advisor, and the archetype 
of the wise old man. He has retreated 
to the wilderness to connect with Great 
Spirit. In his solitude he seeks the mean-
ing of life and the presence of divinity. 
In traditional Hermit cards, he is usually 
carrying a lantern, a guiding light of hope 



in times of darkness. He is on a quest of 
enlightenment, and he asks you to pause 
from the world to discover Great Spirit and 
your eternal universe. Through silence and 
solitude there is clarity, self development, 
and a direct connection to divinity. Your 
soulmate right now is you: honor your own 
growth and progress by studying the deep-
est of subjects and reflecting on them qui-
etly. Seek out spiritual teachers, whether 
human, animal, or in spirit form. The path 
of the engaged yogi is one of detachment 
from the material world. Follow the light. 
Common meanings: study of philosophy and 
religion, seeking spiritual guides, quiet, 
solitude, reflection, withdraw, retreat, wis-
dom, taking care of yourself, meditation, 
prudence, wisdom, removal of material 
desires.

X.	  Wheel of Fortune: The Wheel of 
Fortune’s meaning is as curious as all of 
the many symbols traditionally found in 
the card. The Roman letters “TARO” are an 
anagram, ultimately revealing the mes-
sage, “The Wheel of Tarot speaks the Law 
of Life.” The sphinx also returns, as he was 
seen in the High Priestess and Chariot cards 
showing ancient magic, wisdom, and equi-
librium. The Wheel of Fortune spins, and 
our fates feel the rise and fall of patterns 
and lessons. The Wheel turns and changes 
occur, the natural course of evolution flows 
forward, the seasons pass, as all things 
must do. The Wheel of Fortune reminds you 
that some things feel destined, and you 
must go along for the ride. You cannot ra-
tionally predict the outcome of all events, 
nor can you control the Karmic cycles of na-
ture. The best you can do is show respect to 
fate, accept opportunities when they arise, 
and take a deep breath to feel the motion 
of the wheels in your own body. Common 
meanings: fortune, luck, opportunity, 
favorable events, cycles, Karma, destiny, 
expansion, revolution, shift, going with the 
flow, letting go, ready for something new. 

XI.	  Justice: In traditional Justice cards, 
the goddess Justica rules over the law of 
truth. She is not blindfolded, revealing 
her objective honesty. The scales and col-
umns show balance. The veil returns here, 
traditionally depicted the color purple for 
wisdom, and similarly situated behind Jus-

tica as it was behind the High Priestess. 
However, beyond Justica’s veil lies the 
bright color of yellow, representing 
logic and intellect. The Justice card 
gives you the opportunity to see the 
full story, finally seeing the full truth 
of a situation. The scales are a remind-
er of the weighing of the heart in the 
Egyptian afterlife, measuring the deeds 
you have committed. Have your actions 
been just? Can you take responsibilities 
for your own actions? The lessons you 
are learning now will help you develop 
balance, order, and harmony. Do what 
is right, allow Justica to be a reminder 
to act with fairness, knowing that 
current actions lead to similar future 
outcomes. Common meanings: truth, 
clarity, honesty, just verdict, taking 
responsibilities for your own actions, 
balance, decision making, lawyer or 
judge, examination, intellect, moral 
choices, keeping an open mind, Law of 
Threefold (what you do returns to you 
threefold).

XII.	  The Hanged Man: The Hanged 
Man represents the dying/resurrected 
God. Many reflect on the story of Odin 
hanging from Yggdrasil, the Norse Tree 
of Life, when looking at the Hanged 
Man. Odin hung from Yggdrasil for 
fourteen days, without food or drink. 
He suffered, and when he fell from the 
tree he rose up screaming, having re-
ceived knowledge of and magic of the 
runes. This shamanic sacrifice was self 
imposed: even though Odin suffered, 
his experience was a deeply mysti-
cal one. The Hanged Man’s unusual 
posture shows how he has an unique 
perspective of the world. If you turn 
a traditional Hanged Man card upside 
you may notice the Hanged Man is in 
the yogic tree pose, and his expression 
is a very faint Mona-Lisa-like smile. 
The Hanged Man represents a sacrifice, 
a descent into darkness as a means of 
deepening wisdom. He asks you how 
comfortable you truly are with yourself 
and current state of life. It is a card 
that makes you shed old costumes, 
no matter challenging it is to do 
so. Sacrifice is not easy, but it leads 
to development on the deepest and 

most mystical of levels. In the darkest of 
times you discover what you are made of. 
Common meanings: change in perspective, 
sacrifice, compromise, re-examination of 
values, removal of shallowness, insight, rite 
of passage, shamanic experience, surrender, 
pause, visions.

XIII.	  Death: The iconic Death Card is one 
of the most misunderstood tarot cards, 
perhaps revealing our society’s lack of 
understanding in and fear of death. The 
Death Card does not represent death in the 
sense of the end of life, but the death of 
old ways and ultimate rebirth. In ancient 
societies many initiation rites involved a 
symbolic death and rebirth. At Neolithic 
chamber cairn of in the Orkney Islands one 
must bow their head and crawl into and 
out of the the womb-like chamber. On 
the Winter Solstice the rising sun hits the 
back of the chamber, so those who exit 
Maeshowe on this sacred day in a bowing 
position are reborn into the world. The 
Death card is the rebirthing initiation: it 
is your own exit from the symbolic womb 
chamber. It is the moment you shift into 
a new person who is  grown, wise, and 
forever different. In the traditional Death 
card, a skeleton in a black suit of armor 
rides a white horse, a reference to the 
Book of Revelations, where Death rides a 
pale horse. Various figures respond to him 
in fear or discomfort, with the exception 
of a child who innocently offers him flow-
ers. In the background of the card the sun 
is rising through two pillars, showing the 
dawn of opportunity. Perhaps the pillars 
represent a portal point or the sun peaking 
through sacred monoliths which marked 
the valuable passage of seasons. The Death 
card reminds you that endings will lead to 
new opportunities. Loss and change is pain-
ful, they also removes blockages that have 
kept you from evolving. You cannot resist 
change. You cannot avoid it, and once you 
accept it transformation occurs. Common 
meanings: change, evolution, transforma-
tion, leaving behind harmful habits, transi-
tion, loss, rebirth, progress, purification, 
passage, new opportunities, elimination, 
endings and beginnings. 

XIV.	  Temperance: After the passage 
of Death, Temperance invites in a space 



of healing, rejuvenation, and alchemical 
transmutation. The traditional Temper-
ance card shows an angel on the banks 
of a body of water: she has one foot on 
the earth, one foot in the water, showing 
a balance between the watery world of 
the subconscious and the land of reality. 
The angel holds two cups, and she pours 
water from one to the other at an angle 
that is physically impossible in our world. 
In this space you are allowed to complete 
the process of change in a safe and heal-
ing space. Here there is no need to make 
intense decisions, but instead wait calmly 
for better options to arrive. Temperance 
asks you to contemplate how you respond 
to uncomfortable situations. Learning how 
to take care of your own needs and move 
forward slowly, will ensure wise choices 
and healing. It is also a card that reminds 
you that you have a divine and  spiritual 
support system that you can turn to for 
unconditional love and guidance. Com-
mon meanings: recovery, healing, holistic 
lifestyle, patience, regeneration, alchemy, 
angel magic, prayer, moderation, detox.

XV.	  The Devil: You have left behind the 
security blanket of Temperance and now 
must face the demons in your life with the 
Devil card. In the traditional Devil card, he 
holds a wand like the Magician, but instead 
he points it towards the ground, show the 
worship of the material over the spiritual. 
The two naked figures from the Lovers 
return, though now they are chained to 
the Devil. The lesson in this card, however, 
is that the chains around the Lovers’ necks 
are illusions: they hang loosely and could 
easily be removed. The Devil represents the 
illusion of materialism: the false fulfill-
ment of drugs, sex, wild inhibition, and 
instant gratification. It asks you to exam-
ine your addictions and flaws, as they are 
impacting your abilities to see the bigger 
picture. The Devil can be indicative of a 
dangerous relationship where someone is 
manipulated under the control of a narcis-
sist. The Devil can also indicate feeling a 
loss of control over your own well being. 
Only through own self examination, ac-
tions, and reclamations, can you liberate 
yourself from despair and empty satisfac-
tion. Common meanings: illusion, hedo-
nism, addiction, temptation, taboo, decep-

tion, restrictions, obsession, co-dependency, 
materialism, control, narcissism, abuse, 
cruelty, infidelity, submission.

XVI.	  The Tower: The traditional Tower 
card depicts the most violent scene in the 
Major Arcana: lightning strikes a tower. 
Flames billow around the tower and people 
are seen falling from the high windows. 
The scene shows destruction and the chal-
lenge of this card is that you must now 
face and explosive, brutal release. When 
you did not liberate yourself from the 
binding and toxic situations of the Devil 
card, the universe took over and cleaned 
house for you, whether you wanted it or 
not. Even though this represents a difficult 
time of chaos and uncertainty, it is neces-
sary and brief. When the warped tower falls 
you can rebuild with a stronger, more solid 
foundation. As the Goddess Kali reminds 
us: the path to creation passes through 
the realm of destruction. When the Tower 
arrives in your world, you go through an 
emotional growth spurt, forever liberated 
from false promises and illusions. The 
Tower brings revelation, flashes of enlight-
enment, and a promise of restructuring 
and rebuilding after the storm passes. 
Common meanings: destruction, chaos, 
challenges, release, shock, revelations, ma-
jor leaps, shocking and surprising events, 
breakdowns, removal, new growth, the Big 
Bang.

XVII.	  The Star: Just as you needed the 
soothing pause of Temperance after Death, 
the Star card is a sigh of relief after the 
Tower. The Star is a highly elevated and 
spiritual card. In the traditional card, there 
is a female at the banks of a body of 
water. Unlike Temperance, her foot sits mi-
raculously on top of the water, as opposed 
to being immersed in it. With this card you 
pierce the highest spiritual teachings and 
enter a magical, creative, and Otherworldly 
universe. The High Priestess sits in front 
of the veil, but the Star card is behind 
it. There is a feeling of deep connection 
to the feminine divine, destiny, and fate 
when this card appears. There is reverence 
for psychism and optimism for channeled 
art. You are open to the flow of inspira-
tion and creating work that feels like a 
divine message. The Star asks you to hold 

yourself in a space of love and hope, where 
you can be open to divine inspiration. 
There is no inspiration when you dwell on 
negative issues. Common meanings: fate, 
psychic ability, divine inspiration, renewal, 
tranquility, calmness, arts, healing, beauty, 
insight, understanding, hope, optimism, 
learned faith. 

XVIII.	 The Moon: The Moon card is excit-
ing and fascinating. As you revisit the 
world under is strange silver moonlight, 
your eyes have to readjust in the card’s un-
usual dream-like setting. In the traditional 
Moon card, the two towers that were 
present in the Death card reappear, though 
here they are closer, with a path that goes 
between them into an unknown realm. 
Some believe the towers represent the 
pillars of Hercules, which in myth led to 
the utopian isle of Atlantis. The Moon card 
is a space of deep meditation, where the 
world of reality melts away into imagina-
tion, the otherworld, and deeply personal 
experiences that reveal hidden motivations 
and feelings. The Moon asks you to return 
to intuition as a guiding force if you are 
feeling confused or hesitant about take a 
shadowy path into peculiar places. Take 
this opportunity to nurture your soulful 
sensitivities and honor the curious and 
sensual messages in your dreams. Here is 
a space within a ritual circle, after the 
circle is drawn, where you can converse 
with the subconscious and explore your 
desires. Meanings: magic, psychic abilities, 
imagination, drifting, intuition, medita-
tion, deception, ebb and flow of emotions, 
exploring the less understood, shadow self.

XIX.	  The Sun: Everything under the light 
of the Moon felt complex, while everything 
under the bright light of the sun feels light 
and clear. Here we have the simple and 
positive feelings of joy, happiness, success, 
and abundance. There is a carefree feeling 
with the Sun where you finally feel pure 
and genuine happiness. The light wins, love 
reigns supreme, and you are in a space 
where you are aware of your blessings. You 
share your abundance and joy with those 
you deeply care about, you help others 
heal, knowing bliss comes from sharing 
good times. Take inventory of the gifts in 
your life and always pull your mind back 



into the present moment to recognize there is so much to be grateful for. Common meanings: happiness, love, contentment, growth, abun-
dance, good health, blessings, gratitude, success, awareness, friendship, family, fertility, freedom, positivity. 

XX.	  Judgement: The Judgement card is an awakening. For some it is a feeling of being at the crossroads, for others it is the feeling of 
being called on a quest. Judgement is when a child takes on the quest of the hero, when you are called to take on new roles and discover 
new positions where the world needs your expertise and help. As you’ve passed through the Fool’s journey you’ve grown and now feel a pull 
forward to accomplish great goals. Stop making excuses, don’t be afraid of making decisions. You are in a space of wisdom, it is time to rise 
up and seek the rewards of following higher pursuits. Common meanings: awakening, making decisions, quests, calling examination, tran-
scendence, following your true nature, wake-up-call. 

XXI.	  The World: We complete the Fool’s Journey with the World card. In the traditional card an oval wreath of victory, symbolic of the Cos-
mic Egg. The colorful card represents completion, achievement, bliss, and that all things are moving along as expected. Fulfillment is found 
in the World. It is well deserved after self examination, hard work, determination, sacrifice, focus, and the effort necessary to realize your 
potential. The figure in the traditional World card represents Shiva, the Cosmic Dancer. You have gone full circle, as the Fool was innocently 
dancing along, the World dances in the pleasure of immersion and knowing. And, as is the nature with cosmic cycles, you will happily dance 
back into the position of the Fool, joyously understanding that pleasure and creation come from exploration and life lessons. But for now, 
you are in the space of the “most benevolent outcome.” Celebrate you. Love life and life will love you back. Common meanings: grand fi-
nale, closure, success, accomplishments, end of a chapter, ecstasy, reward, wholeness, happy ending. 
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